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This report describes Nicaraguan regulatory requirements and import procedures for food and 

agricultural products. As of June 2024, there had been no major changes to the regulatory regime since 

the 2023 report. However, the U.S. Government has observed Nicaraguan customs authorities more 

frequently challenging the origin of U.S. products, which could result in unpaid duties and fines if 

customs authorities deny the products duty free access under the Dominican Republic-Central America 

Free Trade Agreement, further complicating an already challenging trade landscape. U.S. exporters 

should have very clear conversations with their trading partners prior to shipping products to Nicaragua. 
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This report was prepared by the Office of Agricultural Affairs in Managua for U.S. exporters of 

domestic food and agricultural products. While every possible care has been taken in the preparation of 

this report, information provided may not be completely accurate either because policies have changed 

since its preparation, or because clear and consistent information about these policies was not available. 

It is highly recommended that U.S. exporters verify the full set of import requirements with their foreign 

customers, who are normally best equipped to research such matters with local authorities, before any 

goods are shipped.   

 

FINAL IMPORT APPROVAL OF ANY PRODUCTS IS SUBJECT TO THE IMPORTING 

COUNTRY’S RULES AND REGULATIONS AS INTERPRETED BY BORDER OFFICIALS AT 

THE TIME OF PRODUCT ENTRY. 
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Executive Summary 

The legal framework for Nicaragua’s food imports consists of Central American Technical Regulations 

(RTCA) adopted under the Central American Integration System (SICA), which seeks to harmonize the 

import procedures in Central America, as well as the Nicaraguan Technical Norms developed by the 

Nicaraguan Government in coordination with the Nicaraguan food industry.  

 

Since the last report, Nicaragua along with the other SICA countries, updated the Central American 

Technical Regulation for Product registration, renewal, and modification of sanitary registries (RTCA 

67.01.31:20), which will enter into force on August 5, 2024. This regulation would not substantively 

change the current product registration procedure, but it would clarify the process for modifications to 

existing registration in the event there are changes in company ownership, distribution, etc. On March 

15, 2024, Nicaragua notified WTO members of a proposed RTCA on nutritional product labeling of 

prepackaged foods for consumption by humans aged three and older (67.01.60:23), which was in a 

formal comment period at the writing of this report. Though neither measure has been enacted, 

FAS/Managua does not anticipate either will disrupt U.S. exports to Nicaragua.   

 

The United States Government has observed an increase in commercial challenges by the Nicaraguan 

Customs Authority (DGA) related to doubts of product origin and doubts of product value, which – if 

upheld – would result in importers having to pay substantial sums in allegedly unpaid duty and 

associated fines. This emerging pattern increases the risk of importing U.S. products for Nicaraguan 

importers. U.S. exporters should engage their import partners in an open conversation about this risk 

when negotiating sales contracts. Other, longer-standing commercial challenges and risks remain for 

U.S. exporters selling to the Nicaraguan market, including rejection of pork and chicken meat shipments 

due to the presence of salmonella, failure to recognize digital sanitary certificates for animal feed 

ingredients, increased inspection rates, and fees levied for minor errors, such as misspellings on 

commercial invoices. 

 

Despite the rise in commercial challenges, the United States continues to be the leading foreign supplier 

of food and agricultural products to Nicaragua, sending significant volumes of corn, soybean meal, rice, 

pork, chicken meat, and processed foods. In 2023, total U.S. food and agricultural exports to Nicaragua 

exceeded $475 million, the second highest export value since the Dominican Republic-Central America 

Free Trade Agreement (CAFTA-DR) entered into force in 2005. As the Nicaraguan food processing 

industry is not well developed, there will continue to be good opportunities for U.S. exporters of 

consumer-ready products. Even though this report provides a list of the key food import regulations in 

Nicaragua, FAS/Managua highly recommends U.S. exporters verify the full set of import requirements 

with their import partners before shipping any goods, as import procedures may be subject to change.  

 

 

Section I. Food Laws 

Regulatory responsibilities for imported foods are divided between the Nicaraguan Institute of 

Agricultural Protection and Health (IPSA) and the Nicaraguan Ministry of Health (MINSA). IPSA is 

responsible for the inspection of agricultural products, including fresh produce, grains, meat, animal 

feed, agrochemicals, and seeds at the borders. MINSA handles processed food product registration and 

https://www.scribd.com/document/731665867/RTCA-67-01-31-20
https://www.scribd.com/document/731665867/RTCA-67-01-31-20
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the issuing of import permits for processed foods. MINSA also maintains product standards and 

technical norms, which can be found online at MINSA’s Food Regulation Division.1   

 

Nicaraguan importers are required to obtain an import permit prior to the importation of any shipment. 

Importers generally request import permits for processed foods from MINSA. IPSA issues import 

permits for commodities, such as grains, raw meats, and fresh produce, due to phytosanitary or sanitary 

risks of imported products. MINSA requires processed foods be registered and assigned a sanitary 

registry number prior to importation; MINSA will not issue an import permit for processed products 

without a sanitary registry number.  

 

There are two broad laws that establish the foundation for imported food regulations and procedures. 

The Basic Law of Animal and Plant Health (Law 291) has as its main objective the prevention of the 

propagation of pests and diseases. The General Health Law (Law 423) covers all aspects related to 

human health, including food safety aspects of processed food imports.  

 

As a member of the Central American Integration System (SICA), which seeks to harmonize food 

safety and import regulations in the region, Nicaragua has adopted several Central American Technical 

Regulations (RTCAs) related to import procedures and food safety. All SICA member states, including 

Nicaragua, are required to adhere to RTCAs. In recent years, Central American Countries have 

standardized regulations for the labeling of processed foods, microbiological standards, and food 

additives.  

 

Additionally, Nicaragua has a series of mandatory and voluntary technical norms (known as NTON) 

that prescribe further requirements for plants, animals, food products, agrochemicals, and other 

products. The Nicaraguan Ministry of Trade, Industry, and Development (MIFIC) develops NTONs in 

coordination with Nicaraguan food and agricultural industries as well as other relevant Ministries.  

 

 

Section II. Labeling Requirements  

There are two primary RTCAs that cover all aspects related to labeling requirements: the RTCA on 

General Labeling of Prepackaged Food Products (RTCA 67. 01.07:10) and the RTCA on the Labeling 

of Prepackaged Food Products for Human Consumption for the Population Older than Three Years 

(RTCA 67.01.60:10). The main objective of these regulations is to establish the minimum labeling 

requirements for food products. In 2016, the Central America Customs Union (CACU) adopted a 

comprehensive guide (RTCA 67.01.02:10) to facilitate the implementation of the RTCA on the Labeling 

of Prepackaged Foods. The guide provides a number of examples of prepackaged food labels and 

answers a number of frequently asked questions. At this time, there are no regulations for the labeling of 

genetically engineered foods. For information on biotechnology regulations please refer to 

FAS/Managua’s 2023 Biotechnology Annual Report. 

 

                                                           
1 Unless otherwise stated, the content available on Nicaraguan government websites is available exclusively in Spanish.  

https://www.minsa.gob.ni/publicaciones/direccion-general-de-regulacion-sanitaria?field_sub_area_target_id=128&field_grupo_target_id=All&field_tipo_publicacion_target_id=All&title=&field_fecha_publicacion_value=&items_per_page=25
http://legislacion.asamblea.gob.ni/Normaweb.nsf/($All)/642289DEA62037C5062570AF005A1811?OpenDocument
http://faolex.fao.org/docs/pdf/nic175675.pdf
https://www.fao.org/faolex/results/details/es/c/LEX-FAOC138316
https://faolex.fao.org/docs/pdf/sica180091anx.pdf
https://faolex.fao.org/docs/pdf/sica180165anx.pdf
https://fas.usda.gov/data/nicaragua-agricultural-biotechnology-annual-7
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According to the Central American Technical Regulation on General Labeling of Prepackaged Food 

Products (RTCA 67.01.07:10), all imported food products must have labels in Spanish. Despite this 

language requirement, other languages may be used as well, as long as the required information is also 

included in Spanish. The information that must appear on the label, except when indicated otherwise by 

a national standard or by the Codex Alimentarius, includes: a) product name, b) net content and drained 

weight in international system units, c) artificial color and flavors (if any), d) MINSA sanitary registry 

number, e) ingredients listed in decreasing order by weight, f) importer’s name and address, g) lot 

number and expiration date, h) country of origin, and i) preservation and use instructions. The sticker-

type label, in Spanish, is commonly applied by the importer prior to retail sale.  

 

The RTCA on Nutritional Labeling of Prepackaged Food Products for Human Consumption for the 

Population Older than Three Years (RTCA 67.01.60:10) requires listing nutrients such as total fat, 

saturated fat, carbohydrates, sodium, protein, and energetic value on the prepackaged food label. This 

regulation applies to prepackaged food products that include nutritional value, nutritional and health 

declarations, and that will be sold directly for human consumption in Central America. Donated and 

sample products are exempt from this regulation.  

 

On March 15, 2024, Nicaragua notified the WTO of a proposed RTCA on Nutritional product labeling 

of prepackaged foods for consumption by humans aged three and older (67.01.31:20), which was the 

subject of a public comment period as of June 7, 2024. Some contacts have expressed concern about a 

lack of harmonization across the region for energy values on the nutritional content labels, with some 

countries using Kilojoules and others using Kilocalories to express energy values. As most Spanish-

language, RTCA-compliant stickers are applied by the importer prior to retail sale, FAS/Managua does 

not anticipate this RTCA disrupting U.S. exports of subject products.  

 

Figures 1 and 2. Samples of Current Labels  

A Spanish-language sticker label applied to imported ketchup  

 

 

  

https://www.fao.org/faolex/results/details/es/c/LEX-FAOC138316
https://faolex.fao.org/docs/pdf/sica180091anx.pdf
https://www.scribd.com/document/731665867/RTCA-67-01-31-20


 
   
   
 

6 
 

Locally produced beverage   

 
 

Baby Foods 

Nicaragua lacks a specific labeling regulation for baby foods, but it follows a series of codex regulations 

for baby foods, including the Advisory Lists of Nutrient Compounds For Use in Foods for Special 

Dietary Uses Intended for Infants and Young Children (CAC/GL-10-1979), the Standard for Canned 

Baby Foods (CODEX STAN 73-1981), and the Standard for Processed Cereal-Based Foods for Infants 

and Young Children (CXS 74-1981). 

 

Alcoholic Beverages 

Alcoholic beverages must comply with the RTCA for Labeling Alcoholic Fermented Beverages (RTCA 

67.01.05:11). This regulation requires that alcoholic beverages should have a label, in Spanish, that 

indicates the name of the product, alcohol content, net content, ingredients list, name and address of the 

importing or distributing company in Nicaragua, MINSA sanitary registry number, expiration date, lot 

tracking number, and a warning sign which states that the excessive consumption of alcoholic beverages 

is harmful to health. Additionally, the manufacturer may use the terms “lite” or “light” only if the 

alcoholic beverage contains at least 25 percent less of the energetic value of the regular alcoholic 

beverage.  

 

Dairy and Dairy Products 

Dairy and dairy products must follow the requirements established under the RTCA for the use of Dairy 

Terms (RTCA 67.04.65:12) and the RTCA on General Labeling of Prepackaged Food Products (RTCA 

67. 01.07:10). The general principles of the dairy terms regulation are that foods must be described or 

presented in a way that ensures the correct use of dairy terms to protect the consumer against possible 

confusion or misinterpretation and to guarantee the application of fair-trade practices. The dairy terms 

regulation allows for the registration of dairy products with vegetable oils as ingredients, but prohibits 

the use of dairy terms for non-dairy products.  

 

There are no other specific labeling requirements for special use foods including genetically engineered 

foods, health claims, organic, halal, or plant-based meat/dairy alternatives. 

https://www.isdi.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/04/CAC-GL-10-1979.pdf
https://www.ibfan.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/05/STANDARD-FOR-CANNED-BABY-FOODS.pdf
https://www.fao.org/fao-who-codexalimentarius/sh-proxy/es/?lnk=1&url=https%253A%252F%252Fworkspace.fao.org%252Fsites%252Fcodex%252FStandards%252FCXS%2B74-1981%252FCXS_074e.pdf
https://faolex.fao.org/docs/pdf/sica180347anx1.pdf
https://faolex.fao.org/docs/pdf/sica180347anx1.pdf
https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=&ved=2ahUKEwjJ3-7ms5iHAxXcF1kFHfQ7AksQFnoECBUQAQ&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.oirsa.org%2Fcontenido%2F2017%2FEl_Salvador_INOCUIDAD%2F27.%2520RTCA%252067%252004%252065-12%2520USO%2520DE%2520TERMINOS%2520LECHEROS.pdf&usg=AOvVaw0mQ2JGKi7ZJW2qQFJO9Psy&opi=89978449
https://www.fao.org/faolex/results/details/es/c/LEX-FAOC138316
https://www.fao.org/faolex/results/details/es/c/LEX-FAOC138316
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Section III. Packaging and Container Regulations 

Nicaragua does not have any general law on packaging and container requirements. Food service and 

warehouse type importers sell their products in larger size containers. Most retailers sell their products in 

sizes that are more convenient for consumers in terms of price and contents.  

 

Packaging Sustainability Measures 

There are no specific packaging sustainability measures, such as single-use bans, recycling regulations, 

recycled content, and other design requirements and/or national strategies for reducing packaging waste. 

 

 

Section IV. Food Additives Regulations 

MINSA regulates food and beverage additives through the Central American Technical Regulation on 

Food Additives (RTCA 67.04.54:10), which designates food additives and utilization limits according to 

the additive function and the type of food. Any substance used as an ingredient is exempt from this 

regulation. The technical standards in this regulation were adopted from Codex’s general regulation on 

food additives (Codex General Standard 192-1995 (Rev. 6-2005)) as well as from the Joint Expert 

Committee on Food Additives (JECFA), the Flavor and Extract Manufacturers Association of the United 

States (FEMA), and the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations (FAO). The food 

additives approved list with maximum permissible levels is in the RTCA.67.04.54:10. Food flavorings 

accepted by JECFA, the U.S. Food and Drug Administration (FDA), and/or by FEMA are permitted for 

use.   

 

The Food Additives RTCA (RTCA 67.04.54:10) establishes a mechanism to update the list of approved 

additives. The Central American Food Additives Commission (CCAA), which is formed by experts 

from SICA countries, can update the food standards based on changes in the Codex Alimentarius 

General Food Additive Regulations and/or when a member country requests the inclusion, exclusion 

and/or modification of a food additive based on scientific evidence supported by studies conducted by 

internationally recognized agencies, such as the FDA or the European Food Safety Authority (EFSA). In 

this case, a SICA member country must request the approval of the food additive by filling out a form 

provided in Annex V of RTCA 67.04.54:10 and provide the physio-chemical characteristics of the new 

additive, the analytic method, studies conducted by internationally recognized agencies, as well as 

toxicological studies that prove the safety of the new additive. SICA member countries must 

unanimously approve the addition of a food additive to the approved additives list.  

 

The CCAA coordinator must update the food additive list every time the Codex Commission carries out 

the approval of food additive proposals from the Codex Additives Committee. To update the food 

additive list, the CCAA must notify other SICA member states of the proposed changes in a period not 

exceeding thirty calendar days and send a copy of the updated regulation for their approval. Once the 

updated regulation is approved, the Central American Ministries Council of Economic Integration 

(COMIECO) publishes a resolution.  

 

 

https://www.comex.go.cr/media/3541/339_anexo-de-la-resolucion-no-283-rtca-aditivos-alimentarios-_comieco.pdf
https://www.fao.org/fao-who-codexalimentarius/sh-proxy/en/?lnk=1&url=https%253A%252F%252Fworkspace.fao.org%252Fsites%252Fcodex%252FStandards%252FCXS%2B192-1995%252FCXS_192e.pdf
https://www.comex.go.cr/media/3541/339_anexo-de-la-resolucion-no-283-rtca-aditivos-alimentarios-_comieco.pdf
https://www.comex.go.cr/media/3541/339_anexo-de-la-resolucion-no-283-rtca-aditivos-alimentarios-_comieco.pdf
https://www.comex.go.cr/media/3541/339_anexo-de-la-resolucion-no-283-rtca-aditivos-alimentarios-_comieco.pdf
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Section V. Pesticides and Other Contaminants 

IPSA is the Nicaraguan regulatory agency that tests for pesticides and other contaminants on fresh 

produce, grains, raw meats, and dairy products. Nicaragua has adopted Codex Maximum Residue Limits 

(MRL) for pesticides and Extraneous Maximum Residue Limits, since it does not have any regulations 

on this matter. Nicaragua requires MRL tests for Nicaraguan export products (e.g., meat, seafood, and 

peanuts), but MRL testing is not required for imported products.  

 

In Nicaragua, all pesticides must comply with regulation Law 274 and with the mandatory technical 

norm (NTON-02-010-02) on environmental standards for the classification and labeling of pesticides 

that establishes the general criteria for eco-toxicological classification as well as for the selection of 

labeling signs and symbols.  

 

 

Section VI. Other Requirements, Regulations, and Registration Measures  

 

Facility and Product Registration Requirements  

Processed food facilities must be registered and approved by FDA, APHIS and/or FSIS, and must send a 

written communication to IPSA to express interest in exporting to Nicaragua. IPSA’s risk analysis 

division reviews the request and determines if the facility is suitable to export to Nicaragua. In cases 

when the facility is not officially registered and/or monitored by any of the U.S. agencies mentioned 

above and the food products are of high sanitary risk, IPSA may request an on-site inspection paid for 

by the exporter. On-site inspections are infrequent and uncommon. 

 

Processed food products are regulated by MINSA through the Food Control Directorate, which requires 

product registration before a product can be exported to Nicaragua. In December 2023, SICA member 

countries updated the RTCA for product registration, renewal, and modification of sanitary registries 

(RTCA 67.01.31:20), which will enter into force on August 5, 2024. FAS/Managua anticipates this 

update will ease the process of updating a registration after it has been granted by MINSA and within its 

five-year period of validity. FAS/Managua does not expect this update to affect the current registration 

process nor to disrupt U.S. processed food product exports to Nicaragua.  

  

The following steps are required to register food products:  

 Request the sanitary registry number at MINSA and pay for the certification and laboratory 

analysis. (Registration fees are approximately $100.)  

 Provide technical specifications of the product.  

 Provide a certificate of free sale issued by a government authority in the country of origin.  

 Provide three samples of 500 grams each from the same lot. For liquids, the importer must 

provide three samples of one liter.  

 Provide two product labels. If not in Spanish, the importer must provide a Spanish translation.  

 Provide the cashier receipt for the certifications.  

https://www.fao.org/fao-who-codexalimentarius/codex-texts/maximum-residue-limits/en/
https://www.fao.org/fao-who-codexalimentarius/codex-texts/maximum-residue-limits/en/
https://www.fao.org/fao-who-codexalimentarius/codex-texts/dbs/pestres/en/
http://legislacion.asamblea.gob.ni/Normaweb.nsf/9e314815a08d4a6206257265005d21f9/a0170b85041e11260625710e0057a30b?OpenDocument
http://legislacion.asamblea.gob.ni/normaweb.nsf/($All)/D78C6410A4B4AD33062572A50078CFA8?OpenDocument
http://legislacion.asamblea.gob.ni/normaweb.nsf/($All)/D78C6410A4B4AD33062572A50078CFA8?OpenDocument
https://www.scribd.com/document/731665867/RTCA-67-01-31-20
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Additionally, the registrant must submit a signed request with the contact information of the importer, 

legal representative, and distributor to provide information on where the product will be stored and 

provide specific information of the product, including the name, brand, country of origin, net content 

etc. Please refer to RTCA 67.01.60:10 for more information.     

 

Registration is valid for five years and can be renewed 30 calendar days prior to expiration date by 

presenting all the requirements listed above. All documents presented in English must be translated into 

Spanish. Once MINSA registers a product, it will issue a certificate of free sale for mass distribution in 

Nicaragua. The registration process takes on average 21 calendar days when all the required documents 

are presented.  

 

Inspections at the Border  

The key legislation that establishes inspection procedures is COMIECO Ministerial Decree No. 338-

2014 on Sanitary and Phytosanitary Guidelines for the Facilitation of Trade in Central America. This 

Ministerial Decree classifies imported animal, plant, and processed food products according to sanitary 

and phytosanitary risk categories. If the imported product falls under the “A” category, the imported 

product must be inspected at the border because it is considered to be of high risk. If the imported 

product falls into the “B” (medium risk) or “C” (low risk) categories, the imported products will be 

inspected randomly at the border by IPSA. IPSA conducts inspections based on Ministerial Decree No. 

338-2014 and on IPSA risk analyses of new products. Some exporters have complained of inspections 

that appear arbitrary and/or lacking scientific basis.      

 

 

Section VII. Other Specific Standards  

 

Diet Foods  

Diet foods, other than nutritional supplements or proteins without any therapeutic indication, are 

regulated by the General Division of Health Services of the Nicaraguan Ministry of Health (MINSA). 

The law that regulates diet foods is the general law of medicines and pharmacies (Law 292). This law 

requires that all pharmaceutical products must be registered at MINSA prior to sale and can only be sold 

to legally authorized pharmacies in Nicaragua.  

 

Vitamin Enriched Requirements  

Nicaragua has approved several technical norms to fortify sugar with Vitamin A (NTON 03 028-99); 

rice with Vitamins B1, B3, B6, B9, B12, Iron and other micronutrients (NTON 03 091 11); wheat flour 

with micronutrients such as Iron, Vitamin B1, Vitamin B2, Niacin and Folic Acid (RTCA. 67.01.15:07); 

and salt with Iodine and Fluoride (NTON 03 031-09). The technical norm for the fortification of rice has 

only been applied to rice donations targeting public schools.    

 

Sample Products  

Imported processed foods for display and tasting purposes need to comply with the RTCA for 

Importation of Processed Food Products for Tasting and Exhibition RTCA 67.01.32:06. This regulation 

applies to all processed food products that do not have a sanitary registry number and will be used for 

https://faolex.fao.org/docs/pdf/sica180091anx.pdf
https://visar.maga.gob.gt/visar/338-2014COMieco.pdf
https://visar.maga.gob.gt/visar/338-2014COMieco.pdf
https://visar.maga.gob.gt/visar/338-2014COMieco.pdf
https://visar.maga.gob.gt/visar/338-2014COMieco.pdf
https://faolex.fao.org/docs/pdf/nic201977.pdf
http://legislacion.asamblea.gob.ni/Normaweb.nsf/($All)/7056821473D11CD20625725A0056B0F3?OpenDocument
https://www.scribd.com/document/293985558/NTON-03-091-11-Norma-Tecnica-Fortificacion-del-Arroz-doc
https://www.comex.go.cr/media/3399/222_anexo-de-resolucion-no-201-2007-comieco-xlv.pdf
http://legislacion.asamblea.gob.ni/normaweb.nsf/($All)/E71497DC57DD1A78062577B5005DA670?OpenDocument
http://asp.salud.gob.sv/regulacion/pdf/rtca/rtca_67_01_3206_requisitos_importacion_alimentos.pdf
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display and tasting purposes. Importers need to fill in annex A of RTCA 67.01.32:06 and provide a copy 

of the certificate of free sale. The imported products need to have a label that states that the products are 

not for sale. Sample products are not exempt from the regular sanitary and phytosanitary import 

procedures and would need to meet the sanitary/phytosanitary requirements for animal/plant health as if 

it were a commercial shipment (e.g., an FSIS Form 9060-5).   

 

Genetically Engineered Grains  

Nicaragua has a law for the prevention of risks arising from Living Modified Organisms through 

molecular biotechnology (Law 705, 2010). This law provides the guidelines to request the approval of 

new genetically-engineered (GE) crops and other living modified organisms. However, as of the printing 

of this report, the Government of Nicaragua has not enacted implementing regulations for the law. As a 

result, grain importers must request permission from the Office of the President to import GE products 

(e.g., corn, soybeans, etc.). For more information about the current status of biotechnology in Nicaragua 

please refer to FAS/Managua’s latest Biotechnology Annual Report.   

 

Raw Chicken and Pork Meat  

Nicaragua implements the Central American Technical Regulation for the Microbiological Criteria of 

Processed Foods (RTCA 67.04.50:17), which establishes the microbiological criteria for raw meats. The 

regulation allows for no more than one positive sample out of five for Salmonella on raw chicken and 

requires the absence of Salmonella on raw pork meat. It also establishes limits of two positive samples 

out of five for generic E. coli on raw pork meat. If the presence of the microbiological hazards is above 

the technical standards, an import shipment faces the risk of being rejected and destroyed.  

 

When chicken and pork meat containers are rejected due to the presence of Salmonella, U.S. exporters 

have the option to send the containers back to the United States through the APHIS-managed process for 

returned goods, which can be accessed through the APHIS Veterinary Services Permitting Assistant 

tool. When submitting the APHIS VS 16-3 Return U.S. Goods Permit Application, the U.S. exporter 

seeking to return the rejected container to the United States would need a formal ‘notification’ issued by 

the Nicaragua Institute of Agricultural Protection and Health (IPSA) and signed by a full-time IPSA 

veterinarian. The notification certifies that the shipment: 1) contains no other material of animal origin, 

2) was manufactured in the United States and legally exported to Nicaragua, 3) has not been subject to 

further processing, repackaging, relabeling, or modification in any manner while outside the United 

States, and 4) while in Nicaragua was not exposed to other material of animal origin. For more 

information on this process, please refer to FAS/Managua GAIN Report NU2024-0010. 

 

Plant-Based Meat and/or Dairy Alternatives  

There are no specific standards for plant-based meat and/or dairy alternatives. 

 

 

Section VIII. Trademarks, Brand Names, and Intellectual Property Rights   

Intellectual property is protected differently in Nicaragua than in the United States. Rights must be 

registered and enforced in Nicaragua under local laws. According to the Nicaraguan Law of Brands and 

http://asp.salud.gob.sv/regulacion/pdf/rtca/rtca_67_01_3206_requisitos_importacion_alimentos.pdf
http://legislacion.asamblea.gob.ni/normaweb.nsf/($All)/DF620BAEB2BBB47C062577290052CBB8?OpenDocument
https://apps.fas.usda.gov/newgainapi/api/Report/DownloadReportByFileName?fileName=Agricultural%20Biotechnology%20Annual_Managua_Nicaragua_NU2022-0011.pdf
https://arsa.gob.hn/wp-content/uploads/2022/02/402-2018.pdf
http://efile.aphis.usda.gov/s/vs-permitting-assistant?_gl=1%2Acwshqb%2A_ga%2AMjEwNTMxNzU3Mi4xNjg0MTU1Nzg0%2A_ga_NRK0CEY9GC%2AMTY5MDkyMDc5NS4yMDIuMS4xNjkwOTI1MTU2LjAuMC4w
https://apps.fas.usda.gov/newgainapi/api/Report/DownloadReportByFileName?fileName=Additional%20Guidance%20for%20Rejected%20Pork%20and%20Chicken%20Meat%20Shipments_Managua_Nicaragua_NU2024-0010
http://www.sice.oas.org/int_prop/nat_leg/Nicaragua/L380.asp
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Patents (Law 380), the registration of brands and patents in Nicaragua is administered by the Ministry of 

Trade (MIFIC). The process to register a brand is described in Law 380.   

 

U.S. trademark and patent registrations will not protect a U.S. company in Nicaragua. Registration of 

patents and trademarks is on a first-in-time, first-in-right basis, and companies should consider applying 

for trademark and patent protection before selling products or services in Nicaragua. It is important that 

companies understand intellectual property is primarily a private right, and the U.S. government cannot 

enforce rights for private individuals in Nicaragua. It is the rights holders’ responsibility to register, 

protect, and enforce their rights, retaining their own counsel and advisors, if needed. Companies should 

seek advice from local attorneys or intellectual property consultants who are experts in Nicaraguan law.  

 

Small- and medium-sized companies should understand the importance of working together with trade 

associations and organizations to support efforts to protect intellectual property and stop counterfeiting. 

There are a number of these organizations, both Nicaragua- and U.S.-based, including:  

 U.S. Chamber of Commerce  

 American Chamber of Commerce in Nicaragua 

 National Association of Manufacturers (NAM)  

 International Intellectual Property Alliance (IIPA)  

 International Trademark Association (INTA)  

 International Anti-Counterfeiting Coalition (IACC)  

 Pharmaceutical Research and Manufacturers of America (PhRMA)  

 Biotechnology Industry Organization (BIO)  

 

 

Section IX. Import Procedures 

Every importer must be registered as a taxpayer at the General Directorate of Income and have a unique 

tax number known as an RUC. The first step is to request an import permit to MINSA. Processed foods 

also required a sanitary register number from the Ministry of Health (MINSA). Good communication 

between the exporter and importer is essential for a successful commercial relationship and ensuring the 

correct permits and procedures are followed. 

  

Once the container arrives at the border, importers must present the following information to IPSA:  

 import permit,  

 sanitary or phytosanitary certificate,  

 certificate of origin, and  

 a copy of the commercial invoice.  

 

The importer must also present the following information to the Nicaraguan Customs Authority (DGA):  

 bill of lading,  

 packing list, 

 original invoice,  

 declaration of invoice authenticity,  

http://www.sice.oas.org/int_prop/nat_leg/Nicaragua/L380.asp
https://travel.state.gov/content/travel/en/legal/travel-legal-considerations/internl-judicial-asst/Retaining-Foreign-Attorney.html
https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwjiouvr5pH4AhWlTTABHVnLDTQQFnoECAMQAQ&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.uschamber.com%2F&usg=AOvVaw28WiNsCzS7Vy2v5RlL1xKY
http://www.amcham.org.ni/
https://www.nam.org/
https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwizv4WW55H4AhUytDEKHXN3CYIQFnoECAsQAQ&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.iipa.org%2F&usg=AOvVaw2741SZuXtFRkSn6nFEP7i9
https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwi1lcmc55H4AhVpZjABHc1lB7kQFnoECAQQAQ&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.inta.org%2F&usg=AOvVaw12m4Zll3zCcM9qW1w4Qga2
https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwjShfPF55H4AhXYTjABHQkCBxcQFnoECAIQAQ&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.iacc.org%2F&usg=AOvVaw2_s8P84OlD2xf97f5KF2Et
https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwjiyJTP55H4AhVpmYQIHeMfApcQFnoECAMQAQ&url=https%3A%2F%2Fphrma.org%2F&usg=AOvVaw0dlkkmoht_DUA2g-PvFocS
https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwiwvIjV55H4AhUeVTABHQCUBvIQFnoECAUQAQ&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.bio.org%2F&usg=AOvVaw3qG-KvcGFhqbSJ2_-Qyq40
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 import permit, and  

 certificate of origin.   

 

It takes from three to five days for a container to be delivered to the importer’s warehouse once it 

reaches the Nicaraguan border. If the imported product falls under the “A” category according to 

COMIECO Resolution No. 338-2014, the imported product must be inspected at the border because it is 

of high risk. If the imported product falls into the “B” (medium risk) or “C” (low risk) category, the 

imported products will be inspected randomly at the border. Please refer to flow chart below.  

 

Figure 3. Import Procedures Flow Chart for Processed Foods  

 

If there is a problem with the paperwork or the container needs further inspection, it could take more 

than a week for the shipment to be released. Importers may also face laboratory testing fees; the average 

cost is $175 per container. Testing is targeted at high-risk products such as raw meat.  

Request import permit from
MINSA. 

Import permit approved and 
then the container ships.

Container arrives at port of 
entry. Importers present a copy 

of the certificate of origin, 
commerical invoice, and a 
phyto/sanitary certificate. 

IPSA conducts a risk analysis 
and determines if the container 

will be inspected or not.  

Container arrives at its final 
destination. 

https://visar.maga.gob.gt/visar/338-2014COMieco.pdf
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Section X. Trade Facilitation 

Nicaragua has been a World Trade Organization (WTO) member since 1995 and is a signatory to the 

WTO Trade Facilitation Agreement (TFA), which entered into force on February 22, 2017, and contains 

provisions for expediting the movement, release, and clearance of goods.  

 

All products must be issued an import permit before the merchandise can enter Nicaragua. There are no 

advance rulings, pre-clearance programs, and/or electronic certificates or filings.  

 

The import permit for processed foods is requested by the importer at the Nicaraguan Ministry of Health 

(MINSA). The importer physically requests the import permit in the headquarters of this agency, and it 

takes about 24 hours to get the approval or denial. The cost of the import permit per container varies 

from $100 to $120. Although MINSA has a website, they do not offer any type of electronic filing.  

 

Although Nicaragua is a signatory to the World Trade Organization’s (WTO) Trade Facilitation 

Agreement, which intends to reduce bureaucratic delays for moving goods across the borders, 

burdensome import requirements remain. FAS/Managua recommends U.S. exporters verify the full set 

of import requirements with importers before any goods are shipped, as import procedures might be 

subject to change. 

 

 

Appendix I. Government Regulatory Agency Contacts 

 

Government Agencies 

Ministry of Health  

Food Regulations Division 

Phone: (505) 2289 4700 Ext.217 

E-mail: alimento@minsa.gob.ni 

 

Institute of Agricultural Protection and Health (IPSA) 

Food Safety Division 

Phone (505) 2298-1330 / 2298-1331 / 2298-1349 

E-mail: inocuidad@ipsa.gob.ni 

 

 

Attachments:   

No Attachments 

https://www.wto.org/english/tratop_e/tradfa_e/tradfa_e.htm
https://www.wto.org/english/tratop_e/tradfa_e/tradfa_e.htm
https://www.wto.org/english/tratop_e/tradfa_e/tradfa_e.htm
mailto:alimento@minsa.gob.ni
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